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Jesus, Teach Us to Pray
Jesus prayed. He prayed publicly and privately. He 
prayed for guidance, in gratitude, and for the intentions 
of others. 

In today’s Gospel of Luke (11:1-13) one of his disciples 
said to him “Lord, teach us to pray....”

He gives his followers loving guidance emphasizing 
that prayer will strengthen their relationship with God, 
enabling to put all trust in the Lord.

God is listening. Go to him with confidence and 
persistence, as a child would go to their loving faither.

Acknowledge God’s holiness.

Seek His will.

Rely on Him for courage, grace, mercy, and the ability 
to forgive others. 

Luke’s Gospel passage also underscores the importance 

of “evangelizing ourselves” in order to share God with 
others. 

Cultivating a personal relationship with the Almighty 
Father through prayer, studying His Word, and applying 
His teachings is paramount. 

To know Him is to love Him, trust Him, and seek eternal 
life with Him. 

Christ said, 

“And I tell you, ask and you will receive;

seek and you will find;

knock and the door will be opened to you.

For everyone who asks, receives;

and the one who seeks, finds;

and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.”



The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is celebrating our 175th anniversary all year long.
Churches across all reaches of the state rang in the anniversary on at 7:19 pm, July 19, honoring the July 19, 1850, date when 
the Holy See established the Diocese of Wheeling (at that time the diocese would include all of what is now West Virginia 
except for the eastern panhandle, and it would include the section of present-day western Virginia to our southern border).

Faithful from the Mountain State are invited to Mass at noon, August 22, 2025, at the Cathedral of St. Joseph in Wheeling, 
which will formally open the jubilee. That day is also the 6th Anniversary of Bishop Mark Brennan as ninth Bishop of 
Wheeling Charleston.

Watch for updates and special events posted on our website at dwc.org from now through July 2026, when the year will close 
with a special Mass at the Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart in Charleston. Resources on the webpage will 
include the Diocesan 175th Hymn, official prayer, and children’s resources.

Your FaithInWV e-bulletin, The Catholic Spirit, and diocesan social media will feature diocesan history and photos to honor 
the past, celebrate the present, and inspire us for the future of the Church in WV.

http://dwc.org


Children See How Important Mass Is
They Are Growing in Faith

Editor’s note:  The following was written by Fr. Paul Wharton for his Blessed 
Sacrament parishioners in South Charleston, and is a great message for all of us 
about the importance of faith formation in our own families and community – that 
is evangelizing. 

The Solemn Blessing in the Rite of Infant Baptism declares to the 
parents that they are the first teachers of their children in the ways of 
faith.  The Church prays they may be the best of teachers. Whenever 
I see parents doing an outstanding job of sharing the light of the 
Catholic faith with their children, I am both grateful and touched.  I 
see some parents helping children dip their fingers in holy water and 
make the sign of the cross. In churches where the tabernacle is visible, 
they teach them how to genuflect (get down on one knee as a sign of 
reverence).  In both cases, they talk about the what and the why.  

Every couple of years, a parent shares with me how their Child plays 
Mass by carrying the Gospel Book (when I didn’t have a deacon), 
preaching, giving communion, etc.  Last April, one of our moms 
shared this picture of a daughter’s creative use of dolls at Mass. Notice 
the details.

•	 There is a sanctuary with an altar, ambo, presidential chair, and 	
	 priest. 

•	 To the priest’s right are servers, and perhaps a Reader and 		
	 Eucharistic Minister. 

•	 It looks like someone is waiting to accept the collection basket. 

•	 There is a boy and girl ready to bring the bread and wine to the 	
	 altar. 

Here at Blessed Sacrament Parish children are always welcome no 
matter how young and restless. Your child or grandchild sounds 10 
times louder to you than us. Notice how often an especially loud baby 
becomes quiet when someone carries them to the back. 

When children see how important Mass is to the adults, they are 
growing in faith. Not only parents, but all adults need to set a good 
example for children by singing, praying, participating, by looking 
and acting as if something important is happening because it is. Jesus 
comes to us in the people gathered, the person of the priest, the Word 
of God proclaimed and preached, an in the bread and wine offered, 
blessed, and consecrated that become the Body and Blood of Christ.  
Our children have a lot to learn at Mass, in Sunday faith formation, 
and the upcoming Vacation Bible Experience. But they also have much 
to teach us. 							     

Father Paul



Saints to Strengthen Our Faith

July 29th
Saints Martha, Mary, & Lazarus of Bethany, pray for us!

July 31st
Blessed Solanus Casey, Pray for us!

Honor the feast of Jesus’ BFF’s - Sibling Saints Martha, Mary, and 
Lazarus of Bethany.

The Gospels describe the trio, their relationship with Jesus, and the 
great lessons He taught us through them. Luke (chapter 10) describes 
Christ’s visit to their home, teaching us the lesson of being hospitable 
through listening and service.

In John’s Gospel (11:1-44) their love and trust in Jesus is illustrated 
when the family sent word to Christ that Lazarus was very ill. After 
being in the tomb for four days, Martha heard Christ was finally 
coming so she set out to meet up with him. She was upset saying, “If 
you had been here, brother would not have died.” She quickly added. 
“[But] even now I know that whatever you ask of God, God will give 
you.”

When arriving at the tomb, Mary fell to Christ’s feet crying with all 
the Jews, “And Jesus wept (John 11:35).” This was truly a powerful moment in Christ’s ministry.

Then going to the tomb and having it opened called, “Lazarus, come out!” Lazarus wrapped in burial clothes came to 
life and walked out of the tomb. 

Let us honor them for their steadfast faith. May we all hope to live our lives with such attentiveness, reverence, and 
genuine love of Christ, making time for him without hesitation. Together they are the patron saints of siblings.

American priest and now Blessed Solanus Casey would counsel those seeking his 
spiritual direction to put aside worry, struggle, and fear, then “Thank God ahead of 
time” for the blessings to come from the crosses we will be given to carry.

“Do not pray for easy lives; pray to be stronger people. Do not pray for tasks equal to 
your powers; pray for powers equal to your tasks.”

Just before he passed away at 11 a.m. on July 31, 1957, he said, “I give my soul to 
Jesus Christ.” Notice we shared the time he died. That’s because it was the exact 53rd 
anniversary of his first Mass.  



August 1st
St. Alphonsus, pray for us!

We recite the words of St. Alphonsus Maria de’ Liguori when we pray “The Way of the 
Cross” for the stations of the cross, and offer our prayer for “Spiritual Communion.” 

He emphasized the importance of Eucharistic Adoration, saying, “You will probably 
gain more by praying fifteen minutes before the Blessed Sacrament than by all the 
other spiritual exercises of the day. True, Our Lord hears our prayers anywhere, 
for He has made the promise, ‘Ask, and you shall receive,’ but He has revealed to 
His servants that those who visit Him in the Blessed Sacrament will obtain a more 
abundant measure of grace.”

July 31st
St. Ignatius of Loyola, pray for us!

“Find God in all things,” St. Ignatius of Loyola penned in his handbook of 
spirituality – The Spiritual Exercises. St. Ignatius encourages us through is writings 
to become a part of the Gospels by putting ourselves into the scripture stories to 
better understand and feel the emotions in the Word of God.



http://dwc.org/ocia-workshop/


http://dwc.org/day-of-reflection/






Brought to you by youBrought to you by you
WV Catholic RadioWV Catholic Radio

Berkeley Springs - Hancock, MD        	 FM     96.3
Berkeley Springs		        	 FM     107.9
Clarksburg-Bridgeport		         	 FM     97.5
Dunbar - Charleston		         	 AM     1450
Eastern Panhandle - coming soon       	 FM     88.5
Grafton - Clarksburg		         	 AM     1190
Keyser - coming soon		         	 FM     98.9
Montgomery - Beckley		         	 FM     89.7
St. Marys - Parkersburg	       	        	 FM     105.3
Star City -Morgantown	        	        	 FM     89.7
Summersville			          	 FM     91.3
Wheeling - Martins Ferry, OH           	 FM     90.7
Weirton - Steubenville 	       	        	 FM     97.9

~Listen on LoL Stream at www.rdo.to/WLOL~

WV Catholic Radio www.WVCatholicRadio.org

Saturday 6pm Masses will continue to be livestreamed from the Cathedral of St. Joseph, and will be available on our 
website each Sunday at dwc.org. 

MASS Online

Pray the prayer for this day, this hour!      ebreviary.com liturgy of the hours

Scan the QR code or visit the link below to view a PDF version of the Liturgy of the Hours.  

First Reading: Genesis 18:20-32               

Abraham persistently pleaded to God to show 
mercy toward the innocent.

Responsorial: Psalm 138      

“Lord, on the day I called for help, you answered 
me.”

Second Reading: Colossians 2:12-14      

Saint Paul reminds us that God nailed our sins 
to the cross of Christ.

Seventeenth SundaySeventeenth Sunday
in Ordinary Timein Ordinary Time

Gospel: Luke 11:1-13                  

Jesus teaches us to pray – talk to God – the 
Spirit is with us always, so freely call upon God 
for your needs. He hears our prayers. 

Click here for full scripture text

Prayer Intentions

For the Church, that we may live out the words of 
the Lord’s Prayer, not only seeking forgiveness for 
our sins but also extending forgiveness to those who 
sin against us, let us pray to the Lord. . .

That nations engaged in war cease living in a mind 
of hate and evil and instead initiate reconciliation 
and peace, let us pray to the Lord. . .

For those who cannot afford their daily bread, that 
they may be blessed by the generosity of those who 
themselves have been blessed with plenty, let us pray 
to the Lord. . .

For grandparents, great-grandparents, and all senior 
citizens, may they continue to be a pillar of faith for 
their families and never tire of sharing the love of 
Christ in all they do, let us pray to the Lord. . .

Lord hear our prayerLord hear our prayer

http://www.rdo.to/WLOL
http://www.WVCatholicRadio.org
http://dwc.org
https://www.ebreviary.com
http://wvcatholicschools.org
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/072725.cfm

