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e are all called by our Father in

Heaven to be his adopted sons
and daughters, and we are all tasked
by him to “go out and work in the
vineyard today,” sowing the Good Seeds
of the Holy Gospel out in the Vineyard
of the World...walking towards full
communion to the Father through the
Son, in the unity of the Holy Spirit.

We achieve this when we participate
in doing the Good Work of the Good
Shepherd by:

- bringing forth the Coming of the
Kingdom of God here on Earth

- offering the Gift of Faith and Divine
Love to every human heart we meet

We are all running alongside each other
in this Race for Redemption that has only
two directions - running towards God...
or running away from God.

It is not how we start but how we finish,
and we all start this life as sinners and
We

must never stop running towards God,

strive to finish the race as saints....

and when we stumble in sin, we humbly
get back up by the Grace of God through

the Sacrament of Confession and start

W e

anew, faster, and stronger than before.

And if we think we are so far behind the
finish line of Heaven... shake off those
Doubts from the Devil, take to heart that
the Love and Compassion and Kindness
of our Lord are from of old... believe in
Him, our Lord Jesus Christ, and know
that God in his Mercy and Compassion
will show sinners the Way, guide the
humble to Justice, and carry us... into the

Vineyard of Everlasting Life.

By being united to Your Most Sacred
Heart and the Grace and Strength
You offer that we are able say, “I have
competed well; I have finished the race;
I have kept the faith. From now on the
crown of righteousness awaits me, which
the Lord, the just judge, will award to me
on that day, and not only to me, but to all
who have longed for his appearance.”

God wants us #// to finish the race and
receive the Crown of Glory. He is not
trying to trick us or trip us up. The Devil
does that, and we do that to ourselves.

May we always run the Race towards
Redemption with bodies that never tire,
hearts that never grow weary, and lungs

The Heart that W|||
Finish the Race.

The following is an excerpt for the momll y
for the 26th Week of Ordinary Trme
By Fr. Clifton Mastran

Vice Rector of the Cathedral of St. jose
Parochial Vlcar_of St Alphonstls Paﬂsh, ,}W

¢

aﬁd P
eeling

i 'J-\' --x-

--:3 ‘?&. Etﬁﬁw X

that are never out of breath, because our
bodies are united to the Mystical Body of
Christ and his Most Sacred Heart, with
hearts that beat with the Most Precious
Blood of Christ, our lungs filled with the
Breath of Everlasting Life in the Holy
Spirit, so that we might all run fast and
hard until the very end, when we hope
to cross the finish line at the Gates of
Heaven, the Gate of our Lord Jesus Christ
and his Most Eucharistic Heart, for “I am
the gate. Whoever enters through me will

be saved.”

And at that moment of Victory, we might
all take a knee and catch our breath
under that Gate and receive the Eternal
Reward that all who make it to the end
are awarded, all our times recorded and
at the End of Time when the record will
never be broken, when “at the name of
Jesus every knee should bend, of those
in Heaven and on Earth and under the
earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father!” Amen!!!

St. Sebastian, pray for us...
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OCTOBER IS THE MONTH OF THE ROSARY

ake time for yourself to pray the rosary. Consider it a time
well earned —a moment to concentrate on your prayers, joy,
sorrow, pain, and thanksgiving.

As you recite the Our Fathers, Hail Marys, Glory Bes, and the Fatima
Prayer — know that Mary is praying with you and for you.

When you steal away time to reverently reflect on the lives of Jesus,
Mary, and Joseph, call upon the Blessed Mother to intercede for you
to her son Our Lord, Jesus Christ.

Picture yourself holding Mary’s hand as you hold each bead. That
image is exactly what St. Teresa of Calcutta lovingly and habitually did
as she invited Mary Queen of Peace into her reverent prayer.

Let the rosary become your comforting devotion, a calming
meditation. Don’t think of it as a spiritual chore. Welcome it as well-
deserved time to set aside for yourself or with your loved ones. This
gift of prayer is directly from our Blessed Mother.

Satan will try to influence your thoughts, so you believe you are too
busy or that it’s too difficult. Think of it in the opposite way, it is a
gift from Mary to you. She gave us the rosary through St. Dominic de
Guzman.

Just do it. Let the rosary bring you peace, comfort, grace, and hope.
Listen to audio or video versions during your travels, your coffee
break, a walk, etc.

Resources online are
endless. The Diocese of
Wheeling-Charleston has
a rosary guide available
at
FAITHINWV.ORG/THE-ROSARY
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GATHER TO PrAY THE ROSARY

Is your parish, school, or Catholic organization planning a
public Rosary Rally? Plan to attend - for sure and promote it!

Not having one in your area? This is your nudge of
encouragement to plan it for them. There is time to plan a
special Rosary Rally. Check in with your pastor, principal, or
other leadership.

“Let us pray: O God, whose Only Begotten Son, by
His Life, Death, and Resurrection, has purchased
for us the rewards of eternal life, grant we beseech
thee, that while meditating on these mysteries of the
most holy Rosary of the Blessed Virgin Mary, we may
imitate what they contain and obtain what they
promise, through the same Christ our Lord. Amen.”

Ma UR CALENDAR

Set a Remunder
For OcT, 1, PRAY WITH THE

Pray at home with Rome! Join hundreds of children and Pope
Leo XIV at 11 am on October 1 to pray the Rosary for Peace. It
will be the start of the “One Million Children Praying the Rosary”
initiative promoted by Aid to the Church in Need.

Parish groups, families, schools, and Christian communities across
the globe will be part of it. Pope Leo encourages you
to do your part.

The “One Million Children Praying the
Rosary” will run from October 1 to October
7, the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary.
The theme surrounds our need to pray
for a wounded world and is inspired by

the message Our Lady of
Fatima gave to the young
visionaries in Portugal: “In
the end, my Immaculate
Heart will triumph.”



http://faithinwv.org/the-rosary

et us unite in sincere prayer for

migrants, refugees, and all who
are displaced by desperate situations.
May they be surrounded by legions of
angels to keep them safe on their path
to safety, just as the Holy Family was
two thousand years ago.

The theme for this 112th World Day
of Migrants and Refugees 1s from the
Gospel of Matthew 18:5, “Even just
one of these children.” The passage 1is
the teaching of “The Greatest in the
Kingdom.” The Apostles had made
their way to Capernaum and on the
way were arguing and joking among
them.

Then they asked Jesus, “Who is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”

Jesus looked around and called a child
over. With His arms around the child
He said, “Amen, I say to you, unless
you turn and become like children,*
you will not enter the kingdom of
heaven. Whoever humbles himself like
this child is the greatest in the kingdom
of heaven. And whoever receives one
child such as this in my name receives

bbl

me.

The theme was chosen by Pope Leo
XIV, to pen our minds, eyes, and
hearts. He wants us to be empathetic
and be mindful that there are countless
children being displaced because of
circumstances out of their control.
They are the innocents. They have
faces, names, and families. We must

World Day of

Migrants and Refugees

see and stand up for the dignity of
each one not dismiss their situation.

We can and must all pray for them, for
their safety, for justice to protect them,
and fair law and order to fundamental
rights.

With so much turmoil in our world
the number of migrants can make us
numb to our responsibility to pray and
show mercy.

Let us not forget the value of the

person. Let us open our eyes and see
just as Jesus invites us to do.

The United States
Catholic Bishops’ asks us to call upon

Conference of

St. Frances Xavier Cabrini to intercede
for us.

Saint Frances Xavier Cabrin,

our furst American Saint, pray for us.
You came to the United States

as an tmmagrant yourself, and

worked tirelessly on behalf of the poor;
the sick, and the otherwise
marginalized who arrived on our shores.
As the Patroness of immagrants,

you have a special concern

for those displaced from their homeland
and in search of a new life elsewhere.
You understand thewr sufferings

and the challenges they face

as they navigate a new world

in search of a new home.

St. Frances Xavier Gabring,

intercede for migrant families

Sunday, Sept. 27

who are separated from one another;

protect them from exploitation,

and keep them safe.

May we, O Blessed Frances Xavier
Cabrin,

recewe through your prayers

the grace to open our hearts

s0 that we may provide hospitality
Jfor all who come in search of refuge.
Gve us the courage to welcome

every stranger as Christ in our mudst.
T hrough our Lord Jesus Christ,

who les and reigns with the Father
in the unaty of the Holy Spint,

God, forever and ever.

Amen.

Copyright © 2025, United States Conference
of Catholic Bishops, Washington D.C. All
rights reserved.
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Loved by God,

Called to Love

FROM THE DESK OF SISTER MARTHA GOMEZ, RGS - DELEGATE FOR CONSECRATED LIFE

Pray for them. Pray as if one of them.

It is heartbreaking to see images of immigrant and refugee
children with so much fear on their faces. Sadly, our world
is becoming numb to these horrific moments that a camera
has captured.

We are not powerless though.

Christ taught us to be empathetic. He gave us a heart to
love and serve.

Put yourselves in these moments.

On World Day of Migrants and Refugees, Pope Leo XIV is
inviting us to reflect on Scripture, Christ saying, “Whoever
receives one child such as this in my name receives me.

(Matthew 18:5).”

We are all children of God.

The parents and adults with these little ones and adolescents
too had to be so full of fear, and so hopeless that they had to
leave their home with only the clothes and possessions they
can carry on an exhausting, dangerous journey.

We must pray we as the people of God open our hearts
through prayer to those who have left their homes, like St.
Joseph, to flee from evil to protect the family they love.

We need to be a voice of mercy — especially a peaceful,
prayerful voice for those whose voice is afraid to speak.

I ask you, are you willing to leave your comfort zone to serve
those in need? Yes, you may be looked upon differently, but
what will God see? Open your heart and do what God is
asking us to do. It is important that the Pope has called us
to step up, reminding us of what Christ taught us.

Christ lives in all of us. As Bishop Emeritus Mark Brennan
stands firm on, so should we, see and honor the dignity of
the human person.

Ask yourself, how do you want to be treated. Remember
that as we treat others.

As an immigrant myself who came to this country as a
teenager, not looking for the “American Dream” but to
serve Christ, the Church, and the people here in the United
States, let us remember we are all companions on this
journey.

Let us remember that our ancestors also were immigrants.

Pray for one another. Advocate for the dignity and human
rights of immigrants.

This world is filled with stress and tension, harsh and
demeaning words, violence, and wars, so many hurting,
suffering, and starving people.

Let us together respond to God’s call, “Love one another as
I have love you.”

Be present by serving those who are hurt and struggling,
whether physical, emotional, or spiritual.

The photo ts from 2018, Sister Martha Gomez s pictured in 2018 at El
Refugio Center in Spain, an orphanage for children from birth to 18 years
old. The Sisters of the Good Shepherd (RGS) cared for the children who were
given up for adoption or in need of foster care.



Wafﬁing with the Saints

Protection and Hope for Every Day

SEPTEMBER 29 - FEAST OF THE ARCHANGELS - Call to mind God'’s
messenger angels, the archangels: Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael.

The archangels unceasingly glorify God and present to Him our prayers and
petitions.

To profile them simply with one word each we can declare Michael protects,
Gabriel announces, and Raphael guides.

Michael is our mighty warrior angel, fighting against Satan and all his evil.

Gabriel gives understanding, insight, and direct messages from God. He
appeared to Daniel to explain a vision about the Messiah: to Zachariah about
the birth of his son, John the Baptist; and to Mary, addressing her as “Hail
Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee,” as he proceeded to tell her of God's
ultimate plan for her to be the Mother of Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior.

Raphael is known as a healer and traveler. In the Book of Tobit, one of the biblical novellas. God sends
him in disguise to help Tobit, a devout and noble Jewish man, as an answer to prayer and a reward for the
man'’s charitable life. This short book in the bible illustrates how true faith and devotion to God and family
is so more powerful than evil.

Honor Michael the Archangel, pray the Prayer to St. Michael.
Honor Gabriel, recite the Angelus.
Honor Raphael read the Book of Tobit.

SEPTEMBER 30 - FEAST DAY OF ST. JEROME, who said, “Ignorance of Scripture is ;
ignoranceof Letustakehischallengeandask Godtogive usthewisdom ofunderstanding,
opening our Born in 342, St. Jerome died in 419 in Bethlehem. There is an old story that
a wounded lion made its way into the monastery where St. Jerome was. All the other
monks fled, but St. Jerome saw that the animal was limping. He approached the lion
and saw a thorn imbedded into his paw. St. Jerome removed it and the lion licked the £
monk’s face before leaving. The legend has been the inspiration behind many paintings |

from artists around the world.

OCTOBER 1- THE FEAST DAY OF ST. THERESE, who reminds us that prayer
doesn't have to be complicated.

Saint Thérése of Lisieux, the youngest Doctor of the Church, died at the age
of 24. Her profound yet practical writings illustrate her love of God and serve
as a practical guide for us on spirituality and faith.

She was born on Jan. 2, 1873, as Marie Francoise Thérése Martin to Louis and
Zélie Guerin Martin, who - it is important to note - were declared saints in
2015 by Pope Francis (the first married couple canonized together).

Honor her by simplifying your look on life and uncomplicate your prayer life
in a way that you seek a relationship with God, like she did.

Call upon her to intercede for you as you pray. She said, “After my death, | will
let fall a shower of roses. | will spend my heaven doing good upon the earth.”

. ‘I (pray) like children who do not know how to read, | say very simply to God
CONTINUE...



what | wish to say, without composing beautiful sentences, and He always understands me.”

She taught us how to live a joy filled life. It's all about attitude!

“One word or a pleasing smile is often enough to raise up a saddened and wounded soul,” she said.

She is known as St. Thérese the Little Flower, St. Thérése of the Child Jesus, and St. Thérese of the Holy
Face. Regardless of what name you are most familiar there is a lot to learn from her 24 years on earth.

OCTOBER 2 - THE FEAST OF THE GUARDIAN ANGELS. You do realize that when you are at Mass — there
are truly Angels among us, right? Believe it, because your angel is by your side always.

“Beside each believer stands an angel as protector and shepherd leading him to life,” St. Basil (CCC 336
“from infancy to death human life is surrounded by their watchful care and intercession.”). Saint Augustine
said, “Angels surround and help the priest when he is celebrating Mass and the Holy Real Presence of

Christ in the Blessed Sacrament.

We confirm this at Mass. If you pay close attention, the preface of the Eucharistic Prayer acknowledges

the presence of many angels:
Priest:
And so, with Angels and Archangels,
with Thrones and Dominions,
and with all the hosts and Powers of heaven,
we sing the hymn of your glory,
as without end we acclaim:
All:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The Gloria is considered the song of angels
because the opening words, “Glory to God in the
highest,” is a quote from Luke 2:14, when the
angels addressed the shepherds on the night
of Christ’s birth. The Gloria holds great spiritual
magnificence.

Glory to God in the highest.

And on earth, peace to people of goodwill.

We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we
glorify you.

We give you thanks for your great glory.

Lord God, heavenly King, God almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ only begotten son

Lord God, Lamb of God son of the father.

You take away the sins of the world, have mercy
on us.

You take away the sins of the world, receive our
prayer.

You are seated at the right hand of the Father...
have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy one, you alone are the
Lord.

You alone are the most high, Jesus Christ.
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

So, yes there are angels among us and especially at
Mass!

OCTOBER 3 - FEAST DAY OF SAINT MOTHER THEODORE GUERIN, who was an
immigrant that founded schools, orphanages, and a convent in Indiana.

She was described by Cardinal James Gibbons, archbishop of the Archdiocese
of Baltimore in 1904, as “a woman of uncommon valor, one of those religious
athletes whose life and teachings effect a spiritual fecundity that secures vast
conquests to Christ and His holy Church.”

Her faith carried her through horrific circumstances.

Born Anne Therese Guerin on Oct. 2, 1798, in France, she lost her two brothers
in house fires, her father was murdered, and as a pious nun was betrayed,
misunderstood, imprisoned, and unjustly excommunicated.

CONTINUE...



Early into her novitiate, she was sent to teach poor and unruly children in the city of Rennes. With steadfast
faith and the grace to know everyone deserves love and mercy, she was able to do what the veteran nuns
were not. She won their hearts and with that the ability to teach them. She said, “Love the children first,
and then teach them.”

Her ministry took her and five other sisters under her to America to serve pioneer children in Indiana. They
did not know the language, had inadequate food supplies, and very little money. However, faith and trust
in God, she remained determined to work for Christ. She opened Mary of the Woods, an all-girl academy
still opened today.

She later opened orphanages, free pharmacies, and schools across Indiana and lllinois.

She died on May 14,1856, at age 57, and was buried at Saint Mary-of-the-Woods. Beatified in 1998 by Pope
St. John Paul I, she was canonized 20 years ago by Pope Benedict XVI in 2006.

The Shrine of Saint Mother Theodore Guerin is in Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, Indiana. It is also a retreat and
pilgrimage center.

For more information go to: SPSMW.ORG/VISIT/MUST-SEES/SHRINE-OF-SAINT-MOTHER-THEODORE-GUERIN

OCTOBER 4 - THE FEAST OF ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI. God called St. Francis of
Assisi to “Rebuild” the Church. Honor St. Francis by asking him to intercede for
us, as we discern what God is calling us to do.

Like St. Francis we are called by the Holy See, our diocese, and our parishes to
build up the Church Jesus gave us. Bishop Emeritus Mark Brennan invites us to
be fully alive in our parishes,and to be Christ's hands and feet in our communities.
Bishop Evelio Menjivar calls us to be a Church with the heart of Jesus. Likewise,
Pope Leo XIV charges us to be collaborators in God's work... of all creation.

Young Francesco Bernardone, who we know as St. Francis of Assisi, lived in a time of religious hatred
and division, social injustice, and political unrest. What he wanted most was to be a famous knight, but
that wasn't God's plan. Francis’ dreams of being a popular warrior were dashed, when he found himself a
prisoner of war in Perugia, and severely ill. As he recovered, he continued to recall a dream he had, when
God was calling him to seek God in all people, even the lepers and outcasts, serving them as Christ would.

The advice of this famous saint, “Start by doing what's necessary; then do what's possible and suddenly
you are doing the impossible.”

In 1224, two years before his death St. Francis received the stigmata — wounds of Christ. Many did not know
this until after his death, but they were not surprised, because St. Francis deeply loved God and worked
hard to live his life loving others like Christ.

OCTOBER 4 - HONOR BLESSED MARCELO CALLO, it is the anniversary of
his beatification by Pope St. John Paul Il. Blessed Marcel Callo was martyred
at the age of 23in 1945 in Austria.

As we focus on Blessed Marcel Callo, ask yourself these questions:

Is your love for God strong enough to have the courage to stand up
for your Christian faith — your Catholic faith - when those surrounding
you at work, your community, and “popular” circles are telling you it
doesn’'t matter, it's unrelatable, or not entertaining enough to keep
your attention?

Are you taking responsibility and making an effort to educate yourself, to seek motivating Catholic
influencers (apps, podcasts, etc.) or to place a beautiful image of the Holy Family or your favorite
saint into your home as a reminder for yourself and all that enter that you are a child of God who is
strengthened by the Real Presence of Christ in the Holy Eucharist?

Marcel was often criticized by his peers and adults for his strong beliefs, but his mother encouraged him

CONTINUE...
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to seek Mary in times of struggle to keep him on the righteous path. He was able to visit Lourdes as a boy.
That pilgrimage strengthened his devotion to Mary, calling on her for the rest of his life to pray with him
and take his prayers and intentions of his heart as he prayed the Rosary to God.

He was one of nine children in a strong, loving Catholic home in Rennes, France. At the age of eight he
joined a youth group that attended Mass every day. He became an altar server with great reverence to
Christ's True Presence in the Eucharist, and he took the motto of the youth group to heart - “On my honor
and with the grace of God, | promise to serve God, the Church and the Homeland, to help my neighbor in
all circumstances, to observe the law of listening”.

At the age of 13 he got a job working at a local print shop. The men who worked at the shop were not
at all like Marcel. It was obvious that their upbringing did not center around God or seeking any sort of
relationship with Christ. He was appalled at the way these men talked and acted. It sickened him to listen
to their crude disrespect of women.

When he was 20, he was engaged to his love Marguerite Derniaux, who shared the same moral and spiritual
center. World War |l separated the couple. When the Germans occupied France, Marcel was forced to
work in a weapons plant. Marguerite feared for his life, knowing he would be lost without celebrating his
faith and attending Mass which was forbidden and enforced by the Gestapo.

Marcel was able to find a secret Mass. Each week he risked his life to receive the Eucharist, which he
said gave him strength to live and support his peers. He went so far as to organize a Christian group for
fellowship and prayer among the laborers. This however, led to his arrest.

For 11 months he was shipped from prison to prison, finally being sent to Mauthausen concentration
camp. Severely malnourished, sickly, and battered he died on March 19, 1945 — the feast of St. Joseph, the
greatest saint who had the ultimate respect for the most Blessed Woman, Mary.

HEY Parish and School team! It's time for PACE!

3y PA.CE

Parish Administration &
Collaborative Education
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Registration for the annual PACE Conference is now open.
Go to: DWC.ORG/2026-PACE to:
1. Register.
2. Check out the Schedule.
3. See All Breakout Sessions/Descriptions

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!!!!
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A Pastoral Mission of
Unity ano Care

Editor’s note: the following was wnitten
by Very Rev. Timothy . Grassi, VI, to
explain the role of Episcopal Vicar for the
UsusAntiquior;, overseer of the celebrations
of Latin Masses across the Diocese, created

by Bishop Evelio Menjivar in August.

Ep1scOPAL VICAR FOR THE
Usus ANTIQUIOR

“He tends his flock like a shepherd: He
gathers the lambs in his arms and carries
them close to his heart;” — Isaiah 40:11.
These words from the Prophet Isaiah are
what I would consider a summary of this
position of the Episcopal Vicar for the Usus
Antiquior. When Bishop Evelio contacted
me to discuss the Extraordinary Form of
the Mass I did not know what he was really
looking for. As our conversation proceeded
those words came to mind, “He tends his
flock like a shepherd,” because I realized
this was about a bishop who cared for the
people he had been entrusted to shepherd.
I quickly came to understand that this was
about the unity of the faith and the oneness
of the mystery within the two forms of the
Roman Rite of Mass. When we all believe,
live and act with these intentions, we come
to the realization that the presence of the
Old Liturgy is a gift destined to build up
the Body of Christ.

With this in mind, Bishop Evelio asked if 1
would be something of a “liaison” for the
Latin Mass Communities in our Diocese.
What this means is that I am overseeing the
different places that offer the Extraordinary
Form of the Mass and offer support to
them in making sure they are following
all the necessary guidelines that the Holy
Father has given us and seeking whatever
permissions may be necessary. All of this
would be done in consultation with the
bishop and at his direction. Bishop Evelio
was also very interested in making sure that
it was reasonably accessible in all parts of
this vast Diocese of ours and that those
Masses be staffed by our clergy, not from
neighboring clergy.
the Extraordinary Form of the Mass in
the Charleston area came to the bishop’s
attention. Hence, Fr. Phillip Szabo, of St.
Agnes Parish in Charleston was entrusted
with caring for those attached to the
Extraordinary Form of the Mass in the

Letters requesting

southern part of the state. Further, in

Wheeling, the Extraordinary Form of the
Mass was being offered at the Our Lady
of Seven Dolors Mission one Sunday a
month and a priest was brought in from
Steubenville to offer the Mass. Now, Fr.
Justin Golna will offer that Mass each
week. The other two places in the Diocese
where the Extraordinary Form of the Mass
is offered is in Morgantown at St. John
University Parish, by It. Brian Crenwelge,
and in Charles Town at the Annunciation
Priory by the Canons Regular of the
New Jerusalem. This makes access to the
Extraordinary Form of the Mass in more
regions of the Diocese.

Bishop Evelio sat in choir during the
Extraordinary Form of the Mass at the
Priory of the Annunciation in Charles
Town, which means that he was on the
altar and participating in the Mass, not as
the celebrant, but as one who is praying
with the faithful in the Mass. He addressed
the congregation, informing them of his
care and concern for the salvation of all
the souls entrusted to him in the Diocese
and that included all of them. His message
was exceedingly pastoral and very genuine.
He expressed that the presence of the Usus
Antiquior in the Diocese meets a genuine
pastoral need, drawing on a similar spirit
of care and hospitality that causes our
Diocese to provide Mass in Spanish.

I am hopetul that Bishop Evelio’s pastoral
solicitude will grow the spiritual life of the
Diocese and encourage all the faithful by
making reasonable accommodations for
the needs of each. It is very sad when I
read about many Dioceses across the
country that are closing parishes and
consequently eliminating Masses for the
faithful. It warms my heart to think that
in the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston, we
are adding Masses and giving the faithful
more opportunities to participate in the
ancient rite of the Mass. This can only
be a win-win for everyone. May God be
glorified!



A FaithInW'V Series ~ Part Four:

A Welcome Remembered 9.

Brother bishop reflects on historical day, our new shepherd, and the WV welcome.
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Editors note: ‘A Welcome Remembered” is FaithinWV Q&A series presented to celebrate our shepherd and reinforce the joy when we the faithful of
WV mirror Christs love for all. With 29 dioceses represented from across the country, including Washington, DC., NYC, Boston, San Diego, Orlando,

Palm Beach, and Kalamazoo; and the globe, including El Salvador, Albania, Guatemala, and the Virgin Islands the Installation Mass for Bishop Evelio

Menjivar-Ayala was a glimpse of his friendships, vocation, and mission to let others see Christ in you as, he has stated, “we walk this journey together.”

It’s a Win-Win, West Virginia!
-Bishop Manuel de Jesiis Rodriguez, J.C.D.

Most Reverend Manuel de Jestis Rodriguez,
J.C.D. is a native of the Dominican
Republic, and was installed as the Bishop
of Palm Beach on Feb. 24, 2026, after serving as a pastor in parishes
within the Diocese of Brooklyn for 17 years. At the installation
Mass and celebrations for Bishop Evelio, Bishop Manuel’s six-

foot-six stature may have been the first thing you noticed, but his
infectious smile and contagious laugh are what leave an impression.

How po You kNow BisHor EVELIO?

I know Bishop Evelio because of our participation in the bishops’
retreat last January in Tampa. Some of his classmates from seminary
(St. John Vianney) are my priests here in Palm Beach. He shared he
is from El Salvador.

I have a positive bias for Salvadorans. At my parish in Queens, we
had 400-500 Salvadorans. The parish before that was in Jamaica
Queens and it also had a strong Salvadoran population. My ties to
el Salvador are really important and have been in my ministerial
activities. Even before being a priest or even a seminarian, it was
in my teen years that I was part of the youth ministry in my home
parish and founded a group of young people. We picked the name
of the group in honor of Oscar Romero, an El Salvadoran before he
was canonized a saint, because of his commitment to social justice
and testimony of faith even during the Salvadoran Civil War.

'WHAT WAS YOUR EXPERIENCE LIKE IN WV?

You guys are so sweet and welcoming. I learned about your
diocese... and like ours there was turmoil. You have been through a
lot, but you have proved to be very courageous in taking care of the
church and keeping the church together.

I have to say, I am very fond of your previous bishop. Bishop
Brennan was a wonderful gift for the diocese after turmoil you went
through. That was truly a gift from God.

WHAT MESSAGE DO YOU HAVE FOR WEST VIRGINIA AND THE
FAITHFUL OF THE DIOCESE?

In his homily, Bishop Evelio made a wonderful parallel to make
the Church a spiritual home for all. Pope Leo is also making a
case for all of us, as we are here as brothers and sisters of the same
Church. The Church should be a family of acceptance, cooperation,
togetherness, and a symphony of interactions.

At the end of the day, that is what we are members of the family
of Jesus.

My message to the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston and West
Virginians is to take advantage of this appointment of Bishop
Evelio, who is a bishop in the name of the Church and in the name
of Jesus for all. Take this as another opportunity to keep growing
as a community of faith, a community of togetherness, as a mature
Church you have already proven to be. You are a community of
faithful that really takes care of your Church. After the ordeal
that you have already overcome if it were not for that spirit, that
commitment, the diocese would not be still standing. So, you are
demonstrating with facts that you do care about your church, your
diocese, and mission.

Now with Bishop Evelio on board, (embrace) the new shepherd.
He is bringing with him lots of new ideas, new ways for all of us to
continue to grow together. We need to be a sign of mercy, a sign of
solidarity, and a sign of compassion in the middle of a world that
many times unfortunately fails to comprehend that.

We need to understand that the way to go as a human family is not
the way of war or blaming each other for everything. We need to
find a way to preserve the beauty of all of us.

If the Holy Father and the Church sent Bishop Evelio to you guys
it is because he is good. You have in him a trusted shepherd you can
rely on during the many challenges and goals you need to pursue.

And at the same time, I am positive that Bishop Evelio is already
seeing in this new ministry an opportunity of personal growth.

Yes, the diocese receives a new shepherd, but remember the shepherd
receives a diocese. It is a win-win.



"Seek Peace and Care gor Credlion.

Be Collaberdlers in

ods werk’

-Pope Leo X1V for the Season of Creation

As we approach the Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi on
Oct. 4, the close the one-month long Season of Creation.
Let us keep Pope Leo XIV’s invitation to always “contem-
plate the gift of life and to cherish the earth that sustains
it, for they are tangible ways of offering praise to our
Creator.”

In the Holy Father’s message from the Vatican to the
world he said,

“Today, we are witnessing many crises and much human
suffering. At the same time, it seems that the disruption
to the harmonious balance of creation is accelerating.
These phenomena are not unrelated; they are a single

plea for healing and peace arising from a wounded world.

“The God of life, revealed in Jesus Christ, offers a peace
that the world cannot give: ‘Peace I leave with you; my
peace I give to you’ (Jn 14:27). This peace is neither su-
perficial nor fleeting; it flows from the enduring love of
Christ and his care for every human person.

“Although the challenges before us are enormous, God
does not leave us without the means of healing and
transformation. In place of the weapons of war, the God
of peace grants us the strength to heal, to reconcile and

to build a civilization of love. In this way, we are called
to safeguard the many ecosystems’ entrusted to us: the
ecosystems of creation, of human relationships and of the
human heart itself.

“Let us imagine a world in which the energies currently
invested in war are directed toward integral human devel-
opment, to overcoming poverty, protecting human dignity,
and reconciling divided peoples. Such a vision reflects
faith in the coming of God’s Kingdom.

“Dear brothers and sisters, the path before us is clear,
though it is not easy. We are called to allow our hearts
to be renewed, so that we might seek peace and care for
creation. Scripture tells us to guard our hearts, for every-
thing we do flows from them (cf. Prov 4:23).

“If we take up this task with humility and faith, we will
become collaborators in God’s work of renewal. We will
move, slowly but surely, from desert to garden, from divi-
sion to communion, and from violence to peace.”

Read Pope Leo’s entire message for the Care of Creation
2026 at: WWW.VATICAN.VA/CONTENT/LEO-XIV/EN/MESSAGES/
CREATION/DOCUMENTS/20260815-MESSAGGIO-GIORNATA-CURA-

CREATO.HTML
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http://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/messages/creation/documents/20260815-messaggio-giornata-curacreato
http://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/messages/creation/documents/20260815-messaggio-giornata-curacreato
http://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/messages/creation/documents/20260815-messaggio-giornata-curacreato

Bring your

sSunday, Oct. 4, 2026 )
12:00 p.m. - 2200 p.m.  Family!

)
St. Joseph Retreat Center < Ree .
Wheeling, West Virginia -

ALL ARE WELCOME
RSVP 304-907-0171



MUSIC | FAITH | PEOPLE | ONE JOURNEY .

“Sing to the Lord
a new song.”

Tune, Text
and TheOlO _ |

AN EVENING OF SUNG PRAYER

Join composer and Paulist priest
Fr. Ricky Manalo, CSP, for an evening
exploring the faith behind the music.

[n this 90-minute concert, Fr. Ricky shares
his compositions alongside the personal stories
and spiritual insights that inspired them,
revealing how words and melodies give voice
to our relationship with God and one another.

T

._

FR. RICKY MANALO, CSP

Wednesday, October 21, 2026
7:00 PM

(90-minute concert)

St. John XXIII Pastoral Center
100 Hodges Rd, Charleston, WV

BHEEOG

Free and open to all!

LISTEN | REFLECT | PRAY SING BE INSPIRED




TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY

IN ORDINARY TIME PRAYER INTENTIONS

For the Church, that in being a sign of Christ to the
First Reading: E:zekiel 18:25-28 world we may put others first and serve them, obedient

Turn away from sin and live! God’s will, and plan for us, let us pray to the Lord. . .

For leaders in government and business, that they may
be able to turn from selfish ways and be able to change

Responsorial: Psalm 25 their attitude like the first son in today’s Gospel as they
“Remember your mercies, O Lord!” better discern what is right and just, let us pray to the
.................................................................................................................... . Lord. ..

Second Reading: Philippians 2:1-11 For migrants, refugees, and all who are displaced by

, . ) desperate situations, that they may be kept safe on their
Serve others and accept God’s will for your life. ) .
journeys, as the Holy Family was two thousand years

.................................................................................................................... . ago, ].et us pray tO the Lord. .

Gospel: Matthew 21:28-32 For those who have turned away from God, that they
The one who obeys the Lord, even reluctantly is may find their way back to Him; likewise, for all of us
the one who does the will of the Father. who make up your Church, that we are truly ready and

willing to welcome them back, reflecting your love and

mercy, let us pray to the Lord. . .
CLICK HERE FOR FULL SCRIPTURE TEXT

WV CATHOLIC RADIO ENROLL TODAY
BROUGHT TO YOU BY YOU WV Catholic Schools

Berkeley Springs - Hancock, MD FM 963
Berkeley Springs FM 1079
Clarksburg-Bridgeport FM 975

Dunbar - Charleston AM 1450
Grafton - Clarksburg AM 1190

Keyser - coming soon FM 989
Montgomery - Beckley FM 897
St. Marys - Parkersburg FM 1053
Star City -Morgantown FM 897
Summersville ) J\Y ) ]
Wheeling - Martins Ferry, OH FM 907
Weirton - Steubenville FM 979

~Listen on LoL Stream at www.rRDO.TO/WLOL~ Register today
Radio Luz de Vida streaming at www.rdo.to/WLOL2 wvcatholicschools.org

7"
LITURGY OF THE HOURS

Pray the prayer for this day, this hour! EBREVIARY.COM LITURGY OF THE HOURS
Scan the QR code or visit the link below to view a PDF version of the Liturgy of the Hours.

MASS ONLINE

Saturday 6pm Masses will continue to be livestreamed from the Cathedral of St. Joseph, and will be available on
our website each Sunday at DWC.ORG.


http://www.rdo.to/WLOL
http://www.WVCatholicRadio.org
http://dwc.org
https://www.ebreviary.com
http://wvcatholicschools.org
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/092726.cfm


